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’ Here is the full text of the Chicago Tribune 1874 article concerning the quenching of a wootz blade in the body of a
slave. This article started the myth about quenching in blood.
The module dealing with this is here (scroll down).

llustration

TEMPEEING DAMASQUS BLADES,

An Old KRecord Says Thut Each Operation
Cost n Human Life,

Berlin Tageblatl; Advicus received from
Prof. von Eulenspiegel and party staie that
in delving umong tho ruins of ancient Tyre
there has been unearthed what scems to heve
been the workshop of an nueiont ermorer, or
it waffenachmide,”” with a quantily of sword
bladea in different stages of manufacture,
though badly corroded. A coppor eylinder
with n  close-fitting, tap was ~found
among a ple  of dry rotted
wood, avidently tho remalns of an
arn chest, the brass neils and copper bandas
of which had retained their origmal form.
This cylinder contained a parchment in-
seribed in ancient Syriac choraeters und ina
fair sinte of preservation, The professor,
afier moaths of closc study, has pronounced
it an extraordinpnry discovery—one caleu-
lated to east tnuch.light upon lhe herctoinre
mnysteries of the anclent crait of wenpon-
makipg, giving in detail the inethods [o!-
lowed in mnkmg thaperfect Damaseus blades,

The manner of tempering theso bindes when
Intended for & ruler or an officer of high rank
was as follows: ** Let the high dignitary fur.,
nish an Ethiop of fuir fame and lot him be
bound down, shoulders upward, upon the
block of the god Bal-hal, his arms fustened
undecoenth with thongs; a strap of gontskln
over hia back and wound twice around
tha bhlock; his feet ecloze  togethor,
laghed to B dowel of wood, and his
head and neck projecting over and be-
yond the snd of tho block, ., . . Then
let ths master workman, havmﬁ cold hum-
mered the blade to a sinoath and thin edge,
thrust it Into the firs of cedar wowd coals, In
and out, the while reclting the proyer to the
god Bal-hul, until the steel be of tha color of

‘the rad of the rising sun, when he comes up

over the desert toward the East: and then with
a quick motion pass the enme, from the heel
thareof tothe point, six times through the most
fleshy portion of the sluve’s back aud ihighs,

‘when it shell have become the color of
the purple of the King. 7Then, if with one
swing and ane stroke of the vighl arin of the
mnaster workmen it sevor the heud of the
slnve [rom his body und displuy not nick nur
crack nloog the edge, and tha blede may be
benl round about the body of n man and
break mot, .t shall be weeepted os n perfect
weapon, gac-ed to the service of the god Bal-
hal, aud the owner thereof may thrust it into
n seabbard of nssn_:a’ skin, brazen with brass
ond hung to a glrdle of camels' wool, dyed in
tha royal purpie.”

Higs Enquiry Was Promalure,
The Hushand—"'Ara you going out to vota to-
day, doar?"
The Wife—" Yos, darling.”
Fhe H.—* For whom aro you going to vote?"”
The W.—' How can L tell just now? 1 honven't

seon the candidatos yot and don’t know how thoy
look.""—New York Press.

Hpist wiih s Own Petard,

“Why is he so mod#"”

4 2nmobody played a joke opon Lim.™

“Wall, I shouldu't think ho would got so mad
ovor i thing liko that."”

* But thisis not an_ordinnry cosa. You sao,
;‘_,“ is o practicnl jokor himsell."—New Yors

Fes8,

THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE:
SUNDAY. NOVEMBER 4.

1894—FORTY-EIGHT PAGES

Iron, Steel and Swords script - Page 1



https://web.tf.uni-kiel.de/matwis/amat/iss/kap_8/advanced/t8_4_1.html

	ChicagoTribune Article

